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Indian Sociedy

Tris chapter zuggeste some =masll practirsl resesrch projects that yvou can
try oul. Thers 1= a big difference between reading about ressarch and actuslly
doing 1t Fractucal experisnce of trying to answer & guestion and collectng
evidencs evsiematicatly 1=7a very walosbles expensnce. This: sxparisncs wall
Hopshally thtrbducs vou to the sxeitgment aad alss some of the dificultisz of
eociological research, Bafors sou read this chapter, plesse refer once again
te Chapter 5 "Doing Seciclogs: Research Methode"| in the Class XI textbook,
introducang SOcoi0gy.

The projecz-suggested here have tned w anbcpate the potental problems
of argamining thie Kind of actvity for large number of studsnts in differsnt
kinds of schools located in different kinds of contaxts, Thess are intended just
to give you & feel for rezsarch, A “real” ressarch project would obvicusly be
more alaborate and mvedve micrh mors time sad =finrt thean e possiblenm ' vonr
setting. These sre meant a= suggestions; {e=! free to think up idess of your own
m: consultation withvour teachers,

Every ressdrch qusshon fesds ga EF!ﬁchriﬁl‘E or suitanle regsarch method.,

A given quesm:.ﬂ may ba answered: w::;h more thar one methed but & gm—cn
ressarch method iz not ﬂﬂ:f.‘ﬂ_imlj'- approprinie for all questions. In other
words, for most research questions ons hae a chipice of possibis marhods but
this cholee 1= usually mited. Ons of the firsttasks of the recearcher - after
carafully spacidvmng the research question —is o select a sumabie method. Thas

salechion must be done notonly aﬁcnr.m:lmg ta'techmcel critens (i.6., thedegresof
compatihility betwesh question and method), butalso practics! considerations.
Thete latter might intluds the amount of time available to do the research; the
resources available in terms of both peppls and matenials; the circumstances
or sttuatons to-winch 1t has o be dons, and =0 on.

For exampis; lot us supposs Fou ars interesied i comparing co-sducatcnal
schools with “bors ondy” or 'girts only” schools, This, of cousss, is'a broad topic.
You must first formulatea gpecific question that you want teanswer, Examplss
could be: Do srudents in co-sducatinnal .,thn-nls do betisr in studiss than
students o hm'aj El.r_l,g only schools? Are hn—g paly schools always better than
co-eduzational schoalsan sporis? Ars children mn simngle sex schools happier
thanchildren in co-sducational schools; or some othersuch question. Having
decidad on & specific question, the next step is'16 chioose the appraprists method.

For the iazt quisstion, ‘Are achool childrea in single sex schools kappiser?, for
sxample. you could chooss o intervisw studénts of different kinds of schools,
In the mnteryvisw yoil could ask them directly how thsey felt about their school.
You could then aaslyze the answers vou collect to z8e1f thers s any difference
hetwesn those who attend differsnt kinds of:schoeols. Az an slitsrnstive, vou
eculd b7 to uss & differfent method— say that of direct obissvation — to arswer
the rezearch qusstion. Thiz m=ans thst vou would have o spend time in
co-educanonal sand Yoy=/girls =chools, sbssrving how students behave. You
would havs to decide on soms crtenia by which vou could s=y if students.are
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mioge or less haopy with thetr =rhool. So. aftsr obzerving different kmds af
schools for sufficisnt time, you could hope to answer your gusstion. A third
msthod vou could use is the survey meathod. Thie would involve preparing &
questionnsire designed to get information on how students felt sbout their
schpols: You would then dizstnbute the guestonnsire o an egisl number
of students 1 each kind of school. You would ther collsct ths fllsd-in
guesitignnsires and analyss the resules,

Hets ars soms sxamples of come practics] difficaltise thatvou might facewhi=n
doing rescarch of this lond. Supposs you detide 0 do a surver. You must first
malks enough copies of the qusstonnaire, Thicivelves time, offogt and money.
Next. you may nesd permssion from teachers 1o.distnbute the guestionaairs o
students n theirciasseoomsa, Youmay not get permission the first time: or you
may be asked to come back later..... After vou have distmbuted the queésHonsiaive
vou may find tha: many peopls have not bothered to return it to vou or have:
not answerad all q'uef{r_'inﬂs__ ar other such problems. You then have to decide
how to deal wath this — go baclk to your respendents and ask them to complete
ths guesiionnaires; or igaore theancomplsts questonamresand cenmnder only
ths complsis ongs; considar only thes complsisd snEwers!, gnd o oa: Yo must
be prepared © deal with such problems during msaamh work.

7.1 Vagiery oF Mersops W x_._"':n"_

You may remember the discussion of ressarch methods in Chapter S of the
Cla=s XI textbook, Introducing Sociolegy. This may bea sood time to revisit this
chapter and refresh your memory.

Survey MetHoD

A =urvey ususlly involves azking & relstively Inrge number of peopls (such asz
30, 100, 2000, and so on: what 1z considersd large’ depends on the contaxt
and the kind of topic) the samse fived set of questions. The questions may be
azk=d by an investzator.in person where they are read out to the respendsnt,
and hisiber answers dre neisd down by the investigsior. Or the gusshonnairs
m&y be handed over o, the responderts who then fill it up themsslves and
give it back. The main advantaze of the survey is that it can cover a lot of
p=ople, =¢ that the results ars truly repressnistive of the relevent group os
population, The disadvantage 1o that the questiona to be asked are already fixed,
No oo-the-spor adjustments are possibls. So, if a gunestion 1= misundarsrood
by the respondents. then wrong or mizsleading results can be produced, Ifa
respondsnt says somsthing interssting then this cannot be followed up with

further questions on the subjact becauss you have to stick to the questionnawrs
format. Marzover, {:[uesuﬁﬂ_ﬂ.ﬁf_tr_es -are lile= mgﬂﬂp?.hr::t taken at gne pﬂ.tti.r:'.llﬁ_t _
_

moment: The situation may change later or may have been different befors,
but the surves wouldn 't caprure this,
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INTERVIEWS

An tntervisw iz different from & sty in that it e siwsys conducted in person end’
ustally involrss el fesesr pgorstns fa3 f5w 68 5, 20, or 49, ususlly not much
mores than that), Intervisws may be Sructured, that i=, ollow a pre-det=emined
psatrern’ of qusztione or unsfructured, where only 5 26t of topics.is pre-decided,

and the actual questions emerge &= part of a conversation. Interviews may be
more or less Miensive: in the sense that one may mesrnew a person for & long
tirze {23 hours) or in repeated visits to geba really detailed version of theirstory.,

Irstarvisws Have the sdvantags of taihg Hexible in that promising topica may
be pursuesd in grenter datail guestions may be refinad or modifi=d along the way,
and clarifications may be sgught. The disadvantags of the interview method 1=
that it cannot cover a larsa number of people and 15 hmited 1o pressnnngs the
visws of & seisct group of individuals,

OBRSERVATION

Ob=zsrvation 5 & method whare the researcher must systematicaily watch
and record what i3 happening in Wwhatsver conizxt or sitlation that has been
chosen for the ressarch. This soiinds simple But may mot always be casy to
d5 i p:a'...’"tirﬁ Carsful attention has to bs paid to what 15 happening without
pre-judging what is relevant to the study and what iz not, Sometimes. what
i3 not happeming 13 as imporisEnt or meresunsas-what doss-actusliv hapgpen.
For example, if your resesrch question iz about how differsnt clastes of people
u=ze specific open spastes, then it iz gignificant that a given ciags of group of
peopls |say pocr people, or middis class psople for exampls) naver enter the
spm:f of are never =eeil mn i,

Comeinanions oF More THAN One MeTHoD

You can aleo try to.combme methods to approach the same regeprch queston
from differsntangies; o fact: thisis often highly recommended. Forezampis, if
Yourare ressarching thechangme place cs of mass media sources like OEWSpaApers
and seisvision in Socisl lifs vou could combine a survey with archival mathods.
The gsur=y will tefl you about what i= hﬁppeumg today, while the archival
methods might t=ll vou about what masa=nines, n:w;pﬁpc:'; or i=levmion
programmes were hke in the pas:.

7.2 POsSIBLE THEMES AND SUBLECTS FOR SMALL

Here are some supgestions sbout possible ressarch wpics] sou ean alwass
choots other fopics in consttltation with your tedchsrs, Remember thist thexe
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are oaly topics— you fi5ed to sslsct specific guesshiovisbazed on thess topics.
Remember glzo that meont methods can be wosd with most of these fopics, bt
tii5t the specific gquestion chokten must be suliaBle for the methed chosen, You
can gleg nes comnatings of methods, The topics are in no partcular order.
Tajres that sre oot cbviously or divsetly dentred rom your texibeols have beea
smephasissd because st mil] be sasisrforyon and sour teachers wothink of Tour
i project reliated o thetexts,

1. PusLic TRANSPORT

Whe! part doss it play in peonle™= hvez? Whe neede 1t? Why do they nsed 17
Ta whsi depres are different types of people dependent on public tranepari?
What sgres of problems and 135103 are associated with public transport® How
bsve forms of public transpert been chansmg-over twme? Does ddferental
access o public transport cause social problems? Are thers groups who do not
resd publis trav=gert? Wheat s thiélr soitods toeands 112 You could alss thks
up:the cazs ofa particular foem of transport — =57 ths fonga or ths nckahssw
or the trawn — i Write about e history 1 ralshon o vour {own or ity What
are the chancoes this mode of transpoeri-has.gons throushk? Who have begn 1ts
mam avaels? [= the competiton with rival= Semyg lostor won? Fop what reasone?
What ig'the [flely future of thiz mods of trangport? Will enyvons 'mizs it?

If sou livedn Dalls: v to fnd out mere abollt ths Dellyt'Mesgo. Could you
write & soiencefiction like sccount offwhat the Mstro would be liks &y vears
from now, . say 2050 or 20607 (Hemember, it 1= not sasy 10 Wriis good soiencs
fiction| You must give teg3ons fog the things you imsgins; these fture thunge
muszt be related in some coherent fa=hien to thmps frelations fsshuanons: that
st in-the pregent; Bo yon would hsvs to insgive how public trensport wall
svolve given prestamt condtions sad swhat the role of the Metro would B2 i

futuire compared to what it is now.)
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2. Roie oF Communicanion Mepia iNn Sociat LiFe

Communicstion media coild inchids the mags medis hxkw newspgapsrs,
Elevision, Alms intesnét and =5 on —31.& , medis which eonved information and
are seen/accessed by large numbers of people. It could sleo include the medis
that peopls n=e for communvicating with each ather, zuch a5 the tel=phone,
letiers, mobtle phones: ematl and internet. 1o thesa aress, you could try o
myestigate, for exrmple; the changng place of mass media in social hfe and
the =hifts withm misjor formsis likeprint radho, t=levizion, and so onL At 5
different |swal, vou could try to sek £ differsnt cort ci gu=stion sbout the llees
and dishires of partcular groups (classes, age groups and grnders| regarding
flme, booke sic, How do people perceive the new commirpeation medhe (ke
mohile phones, or miternet] gnd therr smpact? What can we leara:thraush
observation and inquiry about their place in people’s hves? Observanonallows
Foa to cEptes the diverganes [if eny| betwesn shated vicss and aetoal Hshasiour

[How many hours do peopls reslly watch telenision, 52 differsnit from how many
bours they feel ther watch, orfeel 12 appiroprists to watch =ec.. ) What sre coqne
of the consequences of shift i formart? |For example, hae TV reaily reduced
the imporiancs of retio aod oewspapers, or doss esghlformat sall bave its own
epstial miche?) What are the redzonsiwhy pecpla prefer one or the othee format?

Altermatively, vou 2ould think of doins any number of projécts bessd an a
comterit ana.‘t:—s:s af the media (newspapers, masazinss, television etc.| and how
thet have treated particulsr themes or subjects, such gs. for example, schools
and sckool education, the enwironment, casts, rehigious conflicts, sports events,
IncEl varsus naticnal or reglbns! oews, Sty
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3. Housenolp Arpuances anp Domestic WoRk

This r=fers th all ths dewices ussd to do work in the housshiold, such ss'gas,
k=igisns or otHsr Grps of gieees mixies, grinder: and vod procezsors of
various kinds: the slectnt or other ¥ind of wron for wroning clothes: washing
machines: ovans: toaster: pressurs cooker, and =o on. How has work within
the heouesshold chansed gves ftrme? Has:the coming of thess devicss ebanged
the mature ciworkand zpecially the intra-brasschold divesson of Ishour? Who
are the peopls who uce these devnces? Are they mestly- men or womisn young
or old, paid or unpeid workerg? How do ths ussse {881 sbout then? Have they
really made work sa=sier? Have thare béen any changes in the agz-reiatad jobs
done within the household? fi.e., do youncer/older people do differept kind=
of jobs now as cemparcd o earher?)

=

Alernatvely, vou could sunply concentraies on how the domeshit tasks aie
dizinibuted within the housshold — who does whst. and whether there have

beea-chance=Istely,
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5. CHANGING Aspirations of Dirrerent Ace GRroups

froiit your Iife? Most peopls

Fesrch popie tries o discovsy
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" ofF A CommoDiITy

Thinlr of & pemticulse sopmumphion item in voe own home, such a2 & felevisinn
&8 carpet or & pisge of Bammifure. Try o umagine what the
hfs-hisrory of that commodin: wouldd' be; Wrte ahoutar as though vou were
that commicdity and Wers writhing 8n autebigraphy’. What sre the circiisi=

of ehangs threough which it kbas moved o get o where it 12 acwT Can you

trace the socisl relatons thrgugh whick the ifem Was produced, tadéd, and

Furichazed? Wi

AL 15115 5Y E" o 3:'-_-:1‘_.:‘.? e, for itz ownsrs— 1.8, for oL, YOUr

[

it could thmk and talle what would vour television zet (or sofs et or
motorcyie...| have o say abeut the prople 1t meste-o

G
ather families'ar honrehinldgithat ¥ou can imaEpine]}?
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dodes of Public
- Tranl:pum.im:ﬂ
Raitway or Bus Station

TYPE OF RESEARCH METHOD / TECHRNIQUE

OBSERVATION

‘expectad stigustie,
I%pm:!m

:m-_' g

Us= of Public Spaces
{maﬂndt..emﬁ?hn@
st

Adults of different
generationy from
= e

Waich how people
Fﬁhﬁﬂ‘r what FJB.E&
in their lives?

Howmuch TV
-j-f !I:ﬂ',!:c!ﬂ! mm;
andwhst ass
thar prafetred
programmes?
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TYPE OF RESEARCH METHOD / TECHNIQUE

ARCHIV, INTERVIEWS
AL SUGGESTIONS
ﬁnmﬁmﬂtmd other Visws of regular vs. Eultﬂhi&nni_} fnr
chengs METETS, Women, ste. :
Advertisement
pnm; fnrd:ﬁfam

Wﬁn m the
dlﬁ’mt UBES| w
which a particular
EEE0S WARE Ul oVEr 3
ths years? ]
!mﬁg‘z Talk mm;ynﬂp Antepnewsses should
s :ri' =sbaut ther own ot be from own-
material from the svolution: or talle to =cheoel
past (such &3 schoo! (ifficrent ase groups
ﬁs&,}‘s on thisg N -
.mﬂ-d_t.i-l v,
Annlysis of medin What do p=opis fesl Try not-to prejudge
nﬂmfﬂgr mﬂ-.wlnﬁmt about the declin= of. theiszus (g il 1550
e intalaat coming of phonss? ha= declined) —ask.
don’t tall.
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Glossary

Arithmetic progression; See progression - arfthmafic’

Assimilation: A process of cultural umification and homogerssation by which newly
entening or subordinats groups lose thair distmetive culture and adopt the
cufture of the dominant majenty. Assmitation may be forced or voluntary, and
wsually remains meomplate or blocked whera the subardinate or entenng group
1= not accorded full membarship on equal tarms For exampie. if an immigrant
community is discnminated against by the donminant majonty. and is not allowed to
InEsrmarny.

Authoritarianism: A system of govermment thal dees not denve its legitmacy from the
pecple: Not.a democrabic of republican form of government

Birth Corntrol; The use of techinigisss of tonfratephon lo prevelit conceplion and bisth

BPO (Business Process Outsourcing): & gractice whersty s partoular part of the
production process or cormponient of a service industry Is contracled out 1o be
perormed by a thind paity. For example. a lelephone company that provides
phona nes and seraces. may outsources ite costomer service divigion e | gat
another smaller company fo hand'e all calls and compilaints by customers

Capital: An accumulated fund of investible resgurces. Usually used for ‘active’ funds | e
funds thal are not just being hearded o saved. but are baing held for investment
Capital seeks to grow, 1o 3dd to self — this is the process of acclmulstion

Capitalism: Amode of pioduction based on generalised commadity production, of
2 social system whers (3) private property and the market have penatrated 2l
sectors, converting everything ing uding labour power nto 3 saleabile commadity,
(b} two mam classes axist—a mass of wage labourars wha ewn nothing but their
\abour power (their capacity 1o perfonm tabour), and 3 class of captalists who. In
arder to survive as capitalists. must invest thewr capital and eam evar increasing
prafits in a compstitive markat econgmy

Checks - positive; & term used by TR Malthus o refer to.constramts on the rate of
popuiation growth that are imposed by nature regardless of the- wishes of human
beings Examples of such chegks include — faminas, epldermics and ather rnatural
tisasisrs.

Checks - preventive: Aterm used by TR Malthus o refer to constraints on the rate of
popuiation growth thal are voluntarly imiposed tn themselves by humian beings
Examples of such ‘thecks intlude — pbstplning marriags, and practicing celibacy
o birth :WEI

Civil Society: The sphere of scciety that lies beyond the Gmily but is not pant of either
state or markel The arena of voluntary associatons and crganisations formed for
cullural, social, religious or cther nan-commercial and non-siste collective pursuits

Class: An economit grouping based on comman or similar position in the seoial relations
of production, levels of meome and wealth, fifa style and political preferances.
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Colanialism: The ideology by which a country saeks to congler and colonise (forcibly
settle rulz oves) another The calarly becaimes 3 subardinats part of the
caloreser's country, and is explaiied in various ways for the colonising courdtry's
pain Relalad to impanafism, but invalves 3 mare sustained interest in sefiiing
down 1o live in and govern the colony i e | exercising detailed and local cantrof)
rather than (as with impsrialism) plundering and departing. or rufing from a
distance

Commodification (or commoditisation): The transformation of 2 non-commedity
(1.2, something that is not bougiht and soid for money in @ markat] into 2
commodity

Commodity: Agood or senvice that may be bought or ssid in the market

Commodity fetishism: A condition undar capitalism undsr which sacial relations becoms
expressad as ralatons betwesn things

Communalism: Chauvinism based on religious idantity. The belief that religion
suparsedes all ather aspects of a persen's or group s idenfity. Usually
accomeanied by an-aggressive and hostite attitude teeards parsons and groups of
otnet rehgious (or nasrehdgious) identibes.

Community: & gensral tanm for any disclinetive group whoss members are cornactad
to each other by conseiously recogrised commonalites-and bonds of kinship,
language, culture and 0 on Bslief in these commonalities is more imporiant than
aciual proof of their sastence.

Consumption: Final use of goods and setvices by people wh have purchased them
(consumsss)

Democracy: A form cigovemnment which defives its legitimacy from the people, and
refies on explicit popular endorsement through efections or ather method of
ascartaining the people's epinion

Discourse: The framawark of thinking in a particular area of social e For instance,

the discourse of chininality means how people in a given soiety think abeut
eraminality

Discrimination: Practicas, acls or achities resulting in the unjustified exclusion of the

memisers of 2 particular group from aceess o goods, services. |obs. resources,
efc _thatare normally accessible to others. Ciscnmination has 1o be distinguished
from prepudica, althoegh the two are uswually quite clesely associated

Diversity (Euttural Diversity): The presence within the larger nationa!, regional or other
cortext of many differsat kinds of cultural communibes such as thess defined by
language_ religion. region. athnicity and so on. A mulbphcty or plurality of idantibes:

'Hmninaﬂt.tam: A mddie or upper-middle ranking caste with-a karos populstion and

newty acquired land ownership nghts. This.combiriation maxes these castes
polibcally, econamucally and therefors socially dorminant in the countryside in
many regions of india. Dotrenant castes replace the older castes which exarcised
dominance, unlike thess earliar castes, these are not twice bom casles (e nat
from the brahmin, kshatriya or vaishya vamsas
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Economic anthropology: A subfield of sacic-cultural anthrepology that studies the enfire
range of economies and cultures found in the prehistonic, historic and sthnographic
records, espacially non-markel economic systems.

Embedded: (As in ‘socially embeddad’) Bxasting within 2 larger context of society or
culture which 'frama’ or comtextumlise the process or phenomenon in question
To say that the economig nshiutions are embedded in society is to say that they
esxast within society and are able to funcion becauss of the background ruies and
arrangaments made possible by sotiety.

Endogamy: Requires an mdividual to marry within a culturafly defined group of which he
or she s alteady a3 member, 23 for exarmiple, casia

Enumeration; Literally, 'nimbering’. refers to protesses of couniing and measlirament
specially those relating to people, such s 3 census or sunvey.

Epidemic and Pandemic: Derlved from the Graek (epi = upan. damas = the people)
Refers to a sudden increase in the raie at which 2 disease affects the people of
agven geographic area al a specific ime. The key factor heze is that the rate
of incidenca (tha number of fresh cases reported peranit of tme; such as a day,
wesk. or month) has to be substannally maher than the ‘nomsal rate. This can be a
partly subjective pudgement. |f a disease hasa high but cansiant rate of incidence
i & specific geographical arsa (Le, there 15 no sudden increass) I is ealled an
endemic disease An egidemic that is nol restricied 1o = given geographital afea
bint i= more widespread (i e, it i5 81 3 national, iptermationat or =Ven glabal level) is
called a pandemic

Ethnic clsansing: The creation of sthmeally homogenous termanes through the mass
expuision of other asthmic populstions

Ethmicity: An ethnic group i= one whese members share 3 distinct awareness of 2
comman cuitural identity, saparating them from other groups around them

Exogamy: Heguires the indrwdual to marry. gulside of usfer own group:

Family: Is a group of persens directly inkad by kn connechons, the adult members of
which assume responsibiity of aanrl.g'fﬂrchndmn

Fertility: In thie cordext of human populabon, tis refers (o the abilty of human beings
lo reproduce Since reproduction is primarily 2 femalecentrad process, fevility is
calculated with reference 1o the female population, thal is; in the child-beanng age

Gender: In social theory. fhe term ressred for the socially and cullurally produced
differsnices between men and wamen (As differant from sex whizh refers fo the
physical-bislogical diferences between men and women) Nature creates sexes
soriety creates genders.

Geometric progression: See progression — geomelng

Globalisation: A complex senes of sconomic: social, technaloglesl, cuftural and political
changes that have meressed the inlefdependence, inlegration, and interaction
amiong peapls ahd econdmic aclors (coimpanies) in dispiarate locations.
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Integration: A process of eultural nification Whereby euliliral distinetions are relegated
to the private doman and a commion public culture is adapted for all groups
This usually involves fhe adogtion of the dominant culture as the official culture
Exprassions of cultural difference or distinctivenass ara not encouraged of
sometimes even prohibitad in the public domain

Jajmani system: Non-market exchange of produce, goods, and services within the
(north} Indian village. withou! the use of maney, based on the caste system and
customary praciices

Jati: The word for caste; a region-specific heerarchical orderng of castes that marry
wnthin their boundaries, pursie hereditary eccupatons and are fixed by birth This
is the traditional sysfem. but it has undergone many changes over time.

Kinship: Ties are conpactions between mdividuals, establishad sither through marmage
or through the ines-of descent that connect blood refatives (mothers, fathers:.
siblings. offspnng =tc )

Labour power: Capacity for labour: the mental and physical capatilites of human baings
thal are used in the process of production. (As different from labour, which Is work
performed)

Laissez-faire: (Franch. Itarally, Tet be of lgave alohe’ ) = an economic philcsophy that
advocates free market system ahd mimimal government intsrvention in etonomic
mallery

Liberalisation: The process whereby stale conifuls over ecanamic activity are relased
and lefl 1o the market forces to d-mde In gemral a process cf making bws mare
liberal or parmiasive.

Life chances: The potential spporfumities or possible achisvements available to 2 persan
during thaie life

Lifestyle: Away of lifé, more concretely, the specific kinds and levels of consumption that
define the averyday |ife of particular social groups

Marketisation: The usa of market based solutions to solve sotial, political, or econamic
prodiems

Marriage: 4 socially dcknowledged and approved sexusl union betwsen twe adult
ndradizts - When two people marry, they become & to ong another

Minarity groups: Aarcup of pesple m 2 minarity m 2 given sotisty who. because of
thewr distinet physical or cuftural charactenstics, find themselves in situations of
mequahty within that sociely. Such groups mckide elhnic minorbes,

Mode of production: In Marx's histoncal matenahsm. 3 specific combingtion of forces
of production and relations of preduchon that create a histonically distinct social
formztion:

Reciprocity: Informal. culturally regulated sxchangs (trade) of goods and services na
neremarkat economy.

Role Conflict: Confiict betwszn the different social reles that thesame individual s
expected to play. For:example. a working father may expenence a role conflict
bepwesrt his role as & workier and His role 35 a father or Husbard



Gloszary

Monogamy: Restzicts the individlial 1o one spouse af a time Undar this system atany
given time a man can have only one wife and 2 woman can have anly
one husband

Natal family: The family inta which one is bomm, family of birth (As differant from the
family inte which ana is mamed. )

Nation: A community that balieves itsalf 15 be & community, based on sevaral shared
charactensiics such as: common language, geographical locabion, history, raligion.
race, ethricity, political asprations, slc. However, nalions may sxst withoul one
ar more of slich characleristics, A nation is comprised of its people, Who are the
ultimate guaraniors of its existence, meaning and powers.

Nation - state: A parficular type of siate characleristic of the modem world, in
which 3 govamment has soversign power within a defined termitonal area, and
the mass of the population are citizens who know themselves 1o be part of a
single natien Nation-states are closely associated with the nse of nahienalism.
although rationalist (oyalties do not always conform to the boundarnes of
specific-siales thal exust today. Nation-states developed as part of an sinergmg
nation-stats system. origiiatini in ELrape. but in turrest times spanning the
whale globe \ '

Nationalism: Commitment, usually passionate commitmant, to ane’s nation and
everything refatad 1o it Pulfing the nation first being bissed m s favedr, ete, The
ideclogy that commonalibes of language, religion, history, race, sfhnicty, ete
make the community distmetive and umgus

Prejudice: The holding of preconceivad Ideas aboul an indidual or group . ideas that
are resistant to change even in the lace of new mfmnn. Prejudice may be
sither pesitive of negative, but the common usage & for negative or dercgatary
preconceplions

Preventive - checks: S5e2 'checks - preventive

Productivity of agriculture: The ameuni of agricultural sutput (1.2, guantity of
foodgraims or other crops) produced per unit area (2.9, acre, heclars, bigha, ete ),
Increases in productnvity refer to increases in-agneultural oufput oblained solely
through changes in the methods of farming:and the-quality of mputs, but without
any expansion of the cullivated area Examules of such changes include use of
tractars fertiisers Iniproved Sseds st '

Progression - arithmetic: A sesies ar sequence of numbers thal may start with any
number but where each succesding number is obtained by sdding s fixed
amount {number] to the preceding number For exampie. 6, 10, 14, 18 and se
on, whare 512 an arbitrary starting point. it 10=6 +4 14=10+4, 18=14+
4:and so on

Progression - geometric: & senes of saguence of numbers that may start with any
rumber, but where gach succesding numbsr is obtamed by muiiplhyng the:
preceding number by 2 constan multiple. For example. 4, 20, 100, 500 and's0 on,
where 4 i3 an arbitrary starting point, bt 20 =4 x 5:100=20x5 500=100x5
and 2o on
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Reflexive: Litarally. twrmimg back cn oneself. A reflexive (or seif-reflexive) theory is ote
thal seaks loexplan not only the warld but also s own operations within the
world Thus, a refiexive sotinlagy will Iry to explain soticlogy itsslf as a social
phencmenon, alang with the other things it saeks fo explain Nomally, theories
saek to explain their abject. nol themselves

Regionalism: The ideclogy of commitment 1o 3 particular regioral identity which could be
based on language sthnicity and ciher charactenstics in addition to geagraphy

Relations of production: Relations between people and aroups with regard to
production. especially those raisied to property and labour

Replacement level: The level of fertility at which fhe sxsting generation produces
just enough children 1o replace itseff | so that the next generstion is of the same
size (total population) as the current one This transiates ta the rula of thumb
that a woman needs to have apprexmately 2.1 childran to ensure that sha and
her spouse are replaced (fhe extral 1 s required to compensate for the nskof
unforessen or-accidental deaths). In other words, the replagemeant level of the total
fertility rate s usually said to be 2.1

Sanskritisation: A term invenled by MN. Stnivas to refer lo the progess by which middis
or lowet castes seek upward sockal mobllity by imitating the-ritual and social
behanair/practices of casles above thamselvas, usually brzhmins or kshatriyas,
alzo known as Dwis.

Scavenging: The practice of manUal cleanng of human excreta and other garbage and
Waste products: Still practiced where sewerage aystams are nol in place. This can
also be 2 service thai the Lntouchahle ':EElEEHI’E forced \o perform

Secufarism: There ara different versions. (a) The dociring by which the state is kept
strictly separale from religion 1 &, 'separation of ‘church and state’ as in western
societies (b) The doctring by which the stats doss not disciminate betwssn
different religions and shows equal respect 1o all. (¢) The popular sanse of the
anti-thess of communalism. | e an attitude that s not biased in fasour of or
aganst any religian

Social constructionism: The perspective that smphasises society over nsture in
explaimmg reality, |t views social relations, values and interactions— rather than
biology or nature — as bamg decisive |0 determinmg the meanmg and content of
realty (Forexampis, soctal construchionism believes that things like Eﬁ'ldaf old
age, famina. sic | ars more sooial than physieal or natural )

Social exclusion: The combined outcome of deprivation and discnmunation. which
prevent individuzsls or groups from parbicipating fully in the economic; social and
political ife ol the sotisty in wiuch they live Social extlusion e structural, 1e: the
resull of social processes and insbitutions rather than ndividual aclion.

Son preference: The social phenamenon where meambers of a community preferto
have sons rather than daughters, i 2 they valie sons mare than daughters. The
existenca of soh preference can ba established by absanving social behaviour
towards sons and daughters or by asking peaple directly about their preferances
and perceplions



Gloszary

State: Anabstract entily consisting of a set of polibcal-legal mstitutions clamirig
coniral over a particdlar geographical termtory and the people fiving il A sel
of interlinked institulions for maintaining a nmnc—po{y guer the uze of legitimata
vitlence in 3 specified lemitonal area Includes institutions like the fegisiature.
judiciary, sxecutive, the ammy, policy and administration. [n another sense, the
name given 1o a reqienal govemment withm a farger national structure, as in state
gonernmeant of Tamil Madu. elc

Starestype: A fived and inflexable charactensation of 3 group of peaple.

Stratification: The hierarchical arrangement of different segments of society into ‘strata
or sub-woups whose members share the same general position in the hisrarchy.
Siratification implies inequalily, egalitarian saciaties are in theary latking i strats,
though they may have attier farms of sub-grouping which 22 not ansngad in
hierarchical lerme

Stock Market: & marke! for ‘stocks’ or sharss in companies. Joint steck companss raise
capital by selfing shares —3 sharg 5 2 spacified portion of the company = assets
Share halders pay money to own shares m a company. and the company usesThis
maney o conduct #s business. The sharshojders are paid dividends. or 3 shars
of tne profits made by the company thal s distnbitad according o the number of
shares hald by ach sharsholder A stock market s tha'place of mecharusm for the
bisying ard selliniy of such sharss '

Surplus value: Increase in the value of investment, o returmn to capdtal under capitalism,
surplus vslue is derved from surplus Isbour, or lsbour performed that is m excass
of what is nesded 1o equal the wage paid o the labourer

Syncretism; A culturzl phenomenan charactensed by tha imesmingling or mixng
of different religons or traditons. & hybend of twp distinet religious or cultursl
tradibons

Transgression: The violation of some rule-or nom; going beyond sacially or culturally
datentines rules and customs; bE:!k}Hg.ﬂ sotial of cultural faw (which may not
be 3 legal or formally written law).

Tribe: A social grolp cansisting of £allections of familiss and lineages (of clans) based on
shared fies of kinship, Hhﬂll:ﬂjn' gomman history or temitoral-political croanisation,
Distinguished from a caste in that caste is 3 hierarchical system of mutually
axclusie castes whersas a tnibe i 3 singls inclusive groupmy (though it may have
drvisions basad ap clans or lineages)

Untouchability: A social prachice within the caste sysiem whareby members of the
lowest castes are considerad to be rtually imipure 1o such an extent that they
cause poliution by meretouch. Lintouchable castes ara at the bettom of the-social
scale and arg excleded froim rricst sooal nstitubions.

Vama: Literally, ‘colols”; a nation-wide verswan of the caste sysiem dividing sotisty imo
four hierarchically ardared varmae of caste aroups named — kiahmin, kshatniva,
vaishya and shudra ' '
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Virtual market: A market that exsts only slectroriczlly, and conducts iransachons via
compuiers and islscommunication media The markst does nol exist in a physical
sensa bl anly in terms of data that are stored sisctronieally

Wil Literslly, volition or desire (the will to live, =tc ) BUl 35 2 noun, rafers 1o 2 legal
document specifing the wishes of person 2s 1o what should be done with her/kis
progerty after death Usaually invelves inhentance — specification of the person o
whom cwnership of the dead person's assats are o be ransfemed



Notes
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